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ACTION NEA-07 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 10-03 EUR-08 PM-03 

SP-02 L-01 INR-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO MC-01 ACDA-10 EB-03 

OMB-01 /064W 

064276 

R 101035Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6589 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SEC RET BEIRUT 12621 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LE, US, KU, SA 

SUMMARY: COMMANDING GENERAL LEBANESE ARMY REQUESTS 
U.S. INCITE KUWAIT, SAUDI AND POSSIBLY EGYPTIAN 
PRESSURE ON SYRIA TO CUT OFF ARMS FLOW TO LEBANON. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. HAD 45 MINUTE COURTESY CALL THIS MORNING ON NEW 
LEBANESE ARMY COMMANDER IN-CHIEF GENERAL HANNA SAID. 
CURRENT SITUATION LEBANON WAS FIRST AND ONLY SUBJECT 
DISCUSSED, WITH GENERAL MAKING STRONG PITCH FOR U.S. 
INTERVENTION EITHER DIRECTLY OR VIA ARAB THIRD 
COUNTRY. GENERAL, A CHRISTIAN, DEPLORED TO SOME 
EXTENT KHATAYEB EXCESSES AND LEBANON'S 19TH CENTURY 
APPROACH TO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC QUESTIONS. APPEARS 
CONVINCED OF LEFTIST-MOSLEM-PALESTINIAN PLOT TO 
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2. 1 ASKED HIM WHO WAS THE OPPOSITION TO KHATAYEB 
AND WHERE WERE THEY GETTING ARMS. HE SAID SAI’QA 
AND FATAH NOT REPEAT NOT ENGAGED BUT ARE SUPPLYING 
ARMS TO REJECTIONISTS, LEBANESE LEFTISTS, CRIMINAL 
ELEMENTS, ETC. LIBYANS AND IRAQIS DISTRIBUTING MONEY 
BUT WEAPONS ARE ALL COMING VIA SYRIA. I ASKED IF HE 
THOUGHT ARAFAT AND/OR ZOHER MOHSEN WERE DOUBLE CROSSING 
LEBANESE IN GIVING ASSURANCES THAT THEY WERE NOT 
SUPPORTING THE "POPULAR FORCES’" AND HE REPLIED HE WAS 
CONVINCED THIS WAS THE CASE AS WELL AS SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. 

HE THEREFORE BELIEVED THAT KUWAIT AND SAUDI ARABIA. WHO WERE 
BANKROLLING SYRIANS, COULD LEAN ON SYRIA TO CEASE ARMS 
SUPPLY. HE EVEN THOUGHT SADAT COULD HELP A BIT IN 
THIS DOMAIN, NOTWITHSTANDING HIS CURRENT DIFFICULTIES 
WITH ARAFAT AND ASAD. GENERAL CONCLUDED THAT HE COULD 
HANDLE SHIPMENTS BY SEA BUT HE HAD NO WAY OF CON- 
TROLLING LAND ROUTES. 

3. 1 TOLD GENERAL IT APPEARS TO ME THERE WAS ANOTHER 
SIDE OF THE COIN RE KHATAYEB AND CHRISTIANS HAD 

TO RECOGNIZE THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES THAT HAD OCCURRED 
IN LEBANON OVER THE LAST THIRTY YEARS AND KHATAYEB 
IN PARTICULAR HAD TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEIR MOSLEM 
COMPATRIOTS. SOCIAL LEGISLATION SUCH AS THAT ADOPTED 
BY THE UK, US, FRANCE, GERMANY, ETC. PRIOR TO WORLD 
WAR II ALSO HAD TO FIND ITS WAY INTO LEBANESE THINKING. 

GENERAL AGREED AND SAID HE COULD GET PHALANGE TO STOP FIGHTING, 
IF LEFT WOULD DO LIKEWISE. 

4. RELATED BUT NEW SUBJECTS: GENERAL SAID PRIME MINISTER 
KARAME OCT 8 WAS ALL SET TO RESIGN AND GENERAL HAD TO 
TALK TO HIM FOR ONE HOUR TO GET HIM TO CHANGE HIS MIND. 

5. RUMORS NOTWITHSTANDING, THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPEAT 
NO DEFECTIONS FROM ARMY IN TRIPOLI AREAS TO CONFESSIONAL 
GROUPINGS. GENERAL SAYS ARMY IS STILL SOLID AND THAT 

IN TRIPOLI IT TANGLED BOTH WITH CHRISTIAN/ZAGHORTIANS 
AND MOSLEM TRIPOLITANIAN S IN REACQUIRING ARMOR THAT HAD 
SLIPPED INTO CONTROL OF WARRING FACTIONS. ATTACK AGAINST 
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CHRISTIANS, ACCORDING TO GENERAL, PRECEDED THAT AGAINST 
MOSLEMS. 

GODLEY 
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